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1 December: World AIDS Day

World AIDS Day, designated on 1 December every year since 1988, is a day dedicated
to raising awareness of the AIDS pandemic caused by the spread of HIV infection and
mourning those who have died of the disease. The theme for World AIDS day 2017 is
'Right to health'.

7th edition of Kathakar: International Storytellers Festival held in New Delhi

7th edition of Kathakar, International Storytellers Festival was held at Indira Gandhi
National Centre for Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi. It was inaugurated by Minister of State
(MoS) for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju. The partners for this edition of three day festival
are IGNCA of Union Ministry of Culture in Delhi, Heritage Transport Museum,
Gurugram and National Centre for the Performing Arts (NCPA), Mumbai.

India, UK combined military exercise 'Ajeya Warrior-2017' begins in Rajasthan

The 14-day long Combined Military exercise 'Ajeya Warrior- 2017' between Indian
and the United Kingdom began at the Mahajan Field Firing Range near Bikaner,
Rajasthan on 1 December 2017. The participants include 20 Rajputana Rifles unit of
the Indian Army and the first battalion of the Royal Anglian Regiment of the UK Army.
In total, about 120 Army personnel from both the armies are participating in the
exercise.

Dia Mirza appointed as UN Environment Goodwill Ambassador for India

Actor-activist Dia Mirza appointed UN (United Nations) Environment’s Goodwill
Ambassador for India. As a Goodwill Ambassador, she will work with the UN to
further spread the message on priority areas including clean air, clean seas, wildlife
protection and climate change. UN Environment head, Erik Solheim congratulated
Dia Mirza to the programme. Dia Mirza joined the prestigious list of UN Environment
Goodwill Ambassadors, which includes Hollywood stars such as Cate Blanchett, Anne
Hathaway, Angelina Jolie, Katy Perry and Emma Watson.

Sibi George appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Holy See

Sibi George was appointed the next Ambassador of India to the Holy See. He is an
Indian Foreign Service (IFS) Officer of 1993 batch. He is presently Ambassador of
India to Switzerland. He has been concurrently appointed the next Ambassador of
India to the Holy See, with residence in Berne. He is expected to take up the
assignment shortly.



Chhattisgarh bans use of fire crackers in six cities

The Chhattisgarh government has ordered a ban on bursting fire crackers in six of its
cities, including the state capital —Raipur, ahead of the wedding season from
December 1 to January 31. The Chhattisgarh Environment Conservation Board said
the ban will be implemented every year during the period to curb pollution in the
state.

Nagaland celebrates 54th Statehood Day, 18th Hornbill festival

Nagaland is all set to celebrate the 54th Statehood Day and the 18th Hornbill festival
2017 today at Naga Heritage Village, Kisama. President Ram Nath Kovind who is on a
maiden visit to the state will grace the occasion and inaugurated the 10 day State
Hornbill festival 2017. The route leading to Kisama, which is 12Km away from the
capital city has been all decked up with decoration to give a festive ride. Tight
security arrangement has been made in view of the festival.

1 December: BSF Raising Day

Border Security Force (BSF), the sentinels of Indian borders with Pakistan and
Bangladesh, celebrated its 52nd Anniversary of Raising Day on 1st December. BSF is
the biggest border guarding force in the world. It came into existence on the
eventful day of 1st December, 1965. BSF is deployed on Indo-Pakistan International
Border, Indo-Bangladesh International Border, Line of Control along with Indian
Army and in Anti-Naxal Operations.

CCl imposes Rs. 52.24 crore penalty on BCCI

The Competition Commission (CCl) imposed a fine of Rs 52.24 crore on the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCl) for anti-competitive practices with respect to the
Indian Premier League. CCl had penalized the BCCI for the same amount in February
2013 as well. CCl had said this penalty comes to nearly 4.48% of the average of the
BCClI’s relevant turnover during the last 3 financial years.

Russia to create 'Independent Internet' for BRICS Countries

The Russian Security Council has asked the Russian government to develop a
separate infrastructure for BRICS countries’ internet needs while still being linked to
the World Wide Web, which they claim will continue services in the event of a global
internet infrastructure collapse. The plan has a deadline set for August 1, 2018.

Pakistan's Law Minister Zahid Hamid resigns

Pakistan's law minister Zahid Hamid has quit as the Civilian government surrendered
to the wishes of hardline religious groups. The groups on their part, who had held
Islamabad under a protest siege for nearly a month, called off their violent protests.

India and Singapore ink Bilateral Agreement for Navy Cooperation



India and Singapore have signed Bilateral Agreement for Navy Cooperation that will
allow Indian Navy ships logistical support, including refuelling at Singapore’s Changi
Naval Base located near disputed South China Sea (SCS). The agreement was
announced during second Defence Ministers’ Dialogue between India and Singapore
held in New Delhi. The Bilateral Agreement for Navy Cooperation will allow Indian
Navy ships sailing through disputed SCS or in eastern waters of Andaman Sea to
refuel.



